
 

 

 

  

 

 
Important 

Dates! 

 
W2E RETREAT 

January 10, 2026 

 

MEN’S WEEKEND 

January 15-18, 2026 

 

WOMEN’S 

WEEKEND 

January 22-25, 2026 

 

POTLUCK 

January 31, 2026, 

5pm 

 

 

  Contact us 
 

WEBSITE: 

billingsemmaus.com 
 

EMAIL: 
info@billingsemmaus.com 

 

FACEBOOK: 

Billings “Walk to 

Emmaus” 
 

MAILING ADDRESS: 

P.O. Box 1975 

Billings, MT  59103 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

jefferyaday@gmail.com 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Men – January 15-18, 2026 

Women – January 22-25, 2026 

 

REGISTRATION – Thursday at 7:00 pm 

SPONSOR SERVICE – Thursday at 7:30 pm 

CANDLELIGHT – Saturday at 5:45 pm 

RISE & SHINE – Sunday at 5:45 am 

CLOSING SERVICE – Sunday at 3:30 pm 

 

Please plan to attend these events  

with your Fourth Day friends. 

Your presence will be a  

true blessing to the pilgrims. 



 

 

       

    

 

  

 

 

  

 

The Months Before Emmaus

‘Twas just months before Emmaus and all through the lands,  

4th Dayers kept gathering with hugs, smiles and shaking of hands. 

 

There was work going on— a continuous thing,  

from potlucks to gatherings and the special Christmas Sing. 

 

Whether in coffee shops or homes or restaurants or more,  

4th Dayers were grouping to share love galore. 

 

The Board was meeting and praying and planned,  

and committees were formed to help positions be manned. 

 

Closets were cleaned, moved, and supplies were counted;  

final touches were made as anticipation mounted. 

 

The Teams began meeting, those who’d answered the call,  

for the Head Tables had prayed and picked them all. 

 

Sunday afternoons would find the Teams in meetings.  

with hugs and handshakes, they shared God’s greetings 

 

They rolled up their sleeves and began their task  

of praying and studying to do what God would ask. 

 

The sponsors were praying and turning in apps  

for those gentle guys and gals to be pilgrims, perhaps? 

 

Decorations were meeting and crafting great things, 

 while the amazing musicians were tuning their strings. 

 

Agape was gathered for all who would come, 

 and kitchen meal planning was steadily begun. 

 

As those dates in January draw rapidly near,  

the promise of God’s grace will once again appear 

 

Love, joy, laughter and tears— 

will echo in rooms as it has for years. 

 

As pilgrims nestle all snug in those cots, 

 the community will be praying in ½ hour slots. 

 

So, come join with us in supporting the work.  

and come fill your cup…it’s a glorious perk!! 

 

DeColores! 

Bunnie Weickum, Women’s Vice Lay Director 



 

 

Preparing for the Walk Weekends 
For those who know me well, it will not come as a surprise that I have a list for everything.  Every day 
my calendar is organized, adjusted and updated to reflect the completion of tasks as well as the 
addition of new ones.   

We all have priorities every day of our lives.  Priorities were a big reason I chose to attend the walk in 
2018.  I admit as the weekend drew near; I was pondering all the things I could be accomplishing if I 
wasn’t going.  All the things on my to do list.  All the work tasks I could be completing.  My sponsor for 
the Walk to Emmaus tried for years to get me to attend with my answer always being “no I was too 
busy”.  The reason I finally chose to attend the Walk was to make a change to my daily routine, 
dominated by to-do lists and endless activities.  I needed to re-focus and re-prioritize how I spent my 
time, effort, and attention.  

The Priority talk kicks off the weekend and after it was finished, I felt energized and that I could go 
home, yes by Friday Morning I felt I had heard everything I needed and could return to the chaos of my 
outside worldly duties.  I did stay through the weekend and something for a long time had not been a 
priority (attending the Walk) became one!  I’m still around and involved in a community of committed 
servants, which is something I never would have expected to happen.  What a change going from year 
after year of declining my sponsor’s invitation to then offering to give the priority talk the following 
year (not fully knowing how things worked), but I was enthusiastic enough to volunteer.   

Last year I was honored to join the head table and 7 years later got my chance to deliver the Priority 
talk.  I really looked forward to giving that talk!  Man was I prepared for that one!  This year my focus 
is on Perseverance.  Life has gotten even busier for me since 2018, so priorities, preparation and 
efficiency are as important as ever.  As I am thinking about preparing for the Walk weekend, I 
remember back to 2018 as a starting point.  My sponsor didn’t share a lot leaving the surprises to be 
discovered.  I’m a picky eater and stuffed my suitcase with snacks, just in case I didn’t like the food and 
was hungry.  Well, I didn’t open one item of food I brought and took it all back home, (even the large 
bag of Beef Jerky!)   

Preparation, I view in two different ways, the expected and unexpected.  Sponsors prepare the Pilgrims 
to attend and gather agape (expected).  The team and Walk community of volunteers prepare for the 
Pilgrims for an enjoyable/life-changing experience (unexpected).  The unexpected events during the 
weekend are the ones all of us in the Walk community excitedly await to see the impact all that 
planning and care produces.  What we cannot prepare for is God’s planning and what will happen 
within each individual.  No matter how much we plan, it’s all in God’s hands and we have to trust in 
him.   

I have my list of items to bring, my outfits will be planned, my talk reviewed, my duties detailed, but 
no matter the amount of preparation, the surprises will happen again just as they do every year.  So 
be prepared for the expected and unexpected.  As the weekends unfold the blessings will return to us 
all and it will be another amazing experience! 

Don’t bring any snacks, but prepare your list, I have mine! 

Ryan Wittman, Men’s Vice Lay Director 
 



 

 

Preparing for the Walk Weekends 

For those that know me well, it will not come as a surprise that I have a list for 

everything.  Every day my calendar is organized, adjusted and updated to reflect 

the completion of tasks as well as the addition of new ones.   

We all have priorities every day of our lives.  Priorities were a big reason I chose 

to attend the walk in 2018.  I admit as the weekend drew near, I was pondering 

all the things I could be accomplishing if I wasn’t going.  All the things on my to do 

list.  All the work tasks I could be completing.  My sponsor for the Walk to 

Emmaus tried for years to get me to attend with my answer always being no I 
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change to my daily routine, dominated by to-do lists and endless activities.  I 
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that planning and care produces.  What we cannot prepare for is God’s planning 
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Billings Walk to Emmaus 

Board of Directors 

 
Our Board of Directors is a dedicated group of 4th Dayers who have answered the 

call to serve in leadership roles to ensure the success of each Walk to Emmaus 

weekend.   These generous folks serve a three-year term and oversee all the details 

of our beautiful weekends.   

 

Please express your gratitude to these wonderful servants, lift them in your prayers 

and offer to assist them.  

 

                  Board Chairperson - Robin Felton  

          Vice Chairperson (At-Large Board Member) – Jeff Hert  

                            Spiritual Director - Tim Hathaway  

                        Treasurer (At-Large Board Member) – Mamie Wilson 

               Secretary (At-Large Board Member) - Jean Cushing  

        At-Large Board Members – Diana Grassel  

Dave Oltrogge  

   Josh Kroll  

     Brittney Johnson  

         Bryan Wilson  

      Cassie King 

        Mary Krenik 

      

    Lay Directors – John Goodheart, Becky Muller 

                          Vice Lay Directors – Ryan Wittman, Bunnie Weickum 

                 Asst. Vice Lay Directors – Greg Pedersen, Dana Scheppele 

                                Board Liaisons – John Felton, Kris McFadyean 

                            Lay Coordinators – Jim Birkelo, Angie Klier  

           Vice Lay Coordinators – Glenn Paulson, Sherry Dompier 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
January 31, 2026, at 5:00 pm 

 

Please plan to attend this gathering with your family and 
welcome our new Fourth Dayers!  Bring a main dish, salad or 
dessert.  Plates, utensils & beverages will be provided.  Let’s fill 
Brother Van Hall with joyful fellowship and great food!  See you 
there.  

 
 

Walk to Emmaus Retreat 
9:00 am–1:00 pm, January 10th, 2026 

 at First United Methodist Church 
All background committee members and volunteers 

are invited to attend this meaningful event  
as we prepare our hearts for the weekends ahead. 

Be our guest for lunch. 
 
 

 

 

Participating in the prayer vigil is one of the greatest blessings 
we can offer to the participants of the Walk to Emmaus 
weekends.  Let’s fill every slot on the vigil and cover every 
moment of these beautiful weekends with our heartfelt prayers. 

You can sign up for the Men’s and Women’s prayer vigils at 
billingsemmaus.com.  Type your name in a few 30 minutes slots.  
You must scroll to the bottom of the page and click on “I’m not 
a robot” and “submit” before leaving the page. 

   

ONE SENTENCE 
PRAYERS 

 
Jesus, thank You for 

loving and 
sustaining me in 

times of burden and 
stress. Amen. 

 
Here I am, Jesus—
work through me. 

Amen. 
 

Jesus, please teach 
me to walk in Your 

wisdom and 
freedom. Amen. 

 
Jesus, my trust and 

hope are in You 
forever. Amen. 

 
Jesus, give me 

promises to hold on 
to, and help me 
understand and 
love Your Word 
more every day. 

Amen. 
 

Jesus, heal me 
through the power 

of Your Word. 
Amen. 

 
Jesus, I fix my eyes 
on You—pressing 
on to take hold of 

all You have for me. 
Amen. 

 
Jesus, give me the 
courage to always 

obey You no matter 
the pressure. Amen. 

 
Jesus, I wait in faith 

on you. Amen. 



 

 

  

 


